and the micro modification described. Micro modification of the dilute blood clot lysis time for determining fibrinolytic activity-concluded. a surface which might lead to artefactual activation of the coagulation and fibrinolytic mechanisms (Niewiarowski and Prou-Wartelle, 1959; latridis and Ferguson, 1961) and strict observance of a cold technique prevents the deterioration of plasminogen activator (Fearnley et al, 1957) . It can be seen that the difference in dilution of the blood in the two tests (1 in 10 in the standard method and 1 in 11 in the micro modification) does not influence the results significantly. The tests have given similar results in normal human individuals in whom the fibrinolytic system has been activated by exercise. We have also found the micro test to be consistently useful in detecting fibrinolytic activity induced by injecting urokinase or streptokinase into mice and rabbits.
We are grateful to Miss J. Anstead and Miss J. Cowley for technical assistance and to the British Heart Foundation for financial support. REFERENCES Fearnley, G. R., Balmforth, G., and Fearnley, E. (1957 haemoglobin (g/100 ml) of the control tube from the haemoglobin (g/100 ml) of the rotated tube. Figures 2 and 3 show the effect of varying the time of rotation or concentration of Celite on the haemoglobin released from samples of normal human blood. In Table I the erythrocyte fragility of samples of normal human blood is recorded. Human subject R.K. (Table IL) Sections were incubated at 37°C for varying periods in petri dishes containing 1-25 ml pepsin solution and 5 0 ml buffer solution, the final concentration of pepsin being 5 units/ml.
RESULTS
Incubation for periods in excess of 10 minutes resulted in complete destruction of both foetal and maternal erythrocytes. Destruction of maternal red cells was seen to start after four minutes' incubation and was complete after eight minutes. Destruction of foetal red cells was not appreciable until after eight minutes' incubation. At eight minutes a clear distinction between the two types of cell was demonstrable (Figs. 1 and 2) . Little change was seen in the histological detail of the remaining tissue even after 40 minutes' incubation. 
